
The Primal Man as Grant Watson Saw Him
ALFItKD KNOPF, the pub-

lisher,MR. (rl!s this bfory:
"At lunch last summer the representa-

tive of one of the largest Amcncan pub-

lishers tohl mo that his house was about
to reject, against his judgment, two un-

usual novels by a new writer, Grant Wat-

son. He urged me to get hold of llicm,

and succeeding in this, I bent one to II.
h. Mencken ami the other to Joseph
Hcrgesheinier, author of 'Ihe Three Hindi
l'rtniy. Both reports were highly

1 read the novels with the great-
est interest and enjoyment, and aeeepted
them immediately."

Those who have had the privilege of
reading the first to be published, When
Ranis Arc Loosed, are prepared to agre
with the decision of the erities in ques-
tion, for the book has a strength and a
beauty that set it far above the average
fiction of The writer is a young
man, and one feels the rush and impetu-
ous enthusiasm of youth in this swift
ftory of adventure in wild places of the
earth.

An Unusual Setting.
The setting for the action is near Aus-

tralia, chiefly on two islands off the wast
roast, the main aciion taking place on
Kunna Island. Mr. Watson write?, not
from cloistered imagination of primitive
places, but from actual lirat hand infor-
mation and experience.

Having been trained as a zoologist at
Trinity College, Cambridge, and having
obtained a Class I. honors in a natural
science tripos, he went on an ethnological
expedition to northwest Australia. In
his profession as zoologist he spent fif-

teen months in that wild region, eight
months of the time alone with two other
white men, natives of the section. We
see the impress of this experience in hii
rharacterization of the young scientist,
Hieksey, in this first novel.

Hut the human interest of the region
took a .stronger hold on Mr. Watson's
imagination than did the merely scien-
tific, lie was more gripped by the
psychological than by the zoological as-

pects of the life there. From an ethno-
logical study of'humanily in the muss he
turned to an analysis of the white man
in isolation among the aborigines.

Smashing Adventure.
l'urely as a story of adventure this

novel should find many appreciative
readers. The action goes with a sweep
and a swing that carry one irresistibly

'along.
Men will particularly like the book. It

gives descriptions of vivid and stirring
action, of romantic adventure, of deeds
that make the pulses thrill. Events move
forward with a rush, from the first chap-

ter to the last, from the drunken fight in
the restaurant with which the action opens
to the tremendous struggle described in
the final chapters.

The dreadful drama of the scene where
Sherwin, with hands and clothing bloody
from the murder of his rival, fronts the
woman who has been the cause, thinking

" to slay hpr as well, and the desperate ex-

pedients by which she deflects him from
his purpose, are powerfully told.

Not only those who like romantic adven-

ture, but those who care for stark realism
as well, will like this book. You feel in
every page and line of it that it is from
life. liven the most thrilling incidents
btem actual events in which the reader
bares.

Unrelenting Realism.
The realism is stark and brutal. The

material is at times hideous and revolting,
but it is truthful. The men and women
are prisoners of their environment, out- -
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easts in a sense from the civilized world,
and their play of wild and lawless pas-sict- is

is repulsive but com incingy
Some of the accounts of cruelty prac-

tised on the natives, of neglect of the sick
till their wounds are in unspeakable condi-

tion, of the tyranny that exists merely for
the exercise of power over the helpless, of
purposeless cruelty on body and soul, make
the book unpleasant reading for sensitive
natures; but the picture would be incom-

plete if they were left out.

Scenes You Can't Forget.
The book is a triumph in description of

setting, in atmospheric impressiveness.
You see this country with its beauty and
its awfulness, where the heat of the sun
and the fire of primal passions are in ac-

cord. Nature and humanity are here
blended and harmonized with the effect of
inevitability shown in Thomas Hardy's
studies. The influence of nature upon
man is in fact one of the great things of
the book.

Every description seems etched in with
skilful hands, and some of the pictures are
unforgettable. Such are the initial de-

scription of a dining room, with the ther-
mometer registering1 110 in the shade, with
the knives and forks hot to the touch, with
the bottle flies buzzing over the food; the
picture of the boatload of negroes chained
together, with the horrible smell of decay
from the cargo of the Sithi; portrayal of
the doomed sheep wailing on the cliff for
its inevitable moment of weakness, watch-

ing the eagle circling above it to peek out

its eyes and devour its brain: the descrip-
tion of bright yellow and black water
snakes that remind one of the unreal rep-

tiles in The Ancient Mariner; the reflec-

tion of the enigmatic, sad faces of the
negroes.

There are beautiful passages, too, de-

scriptions of the cloudless, star strewn
sky; of the white sand hills, the long line
of breakers that surge against the beaeli,
the brilliant expanse of lagoon glittering
and shimmering like a peacock's wing,
with violets and greens and blues; the pep-

per trees, the acacias, the myrtles and the
sandalwoods, all of which lend a glamour
to the story. The account of the hurri-
cane at night with its storm
of human passions is as well done as any-

thing of the kind in late literature, a fit
companion passage to the wild scene
given in Gertrude Atherton's The Con-

queror.

The Mind of a Man Alone.
But it is not in romantic adventure, not

in brutal relQism, not in beauty of descrip-
tion, that the chief power of the book lies.
Ail these ore there in good measure, but
more besides for the thinking reader.

The work is most valuable as a social
study, as an analysis of the influence of
environment upon human nature, of the
effect upon character of isolation from
one's kind.

There are various struggles in the book,
dramatic and tense, it is true; but tho
biggest struggle of all is the conflict of
man with the deteriorating influences of
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tropin nature, of the slow attrition ot
moral character deprived of social, sup-

port. Isolation is the great protagonist
here, against which man struggles hope-

lessly.
By dramatic action, by character in-

dividualization and by philosophic expo-

sition, this theme is set forth in com-

pelling stjlc. We see the aspects of it il-

lustrated in each character described, in
the slow moral decay or the swift surren-
der to the evH lurking under the surface
of life. We see how each soul is depen-
dent on his fellows for moral snpport, for
a standard of values without which he
can live but an animal existence. The life
of the natives serves as an excellent foil
foe that of the supposedly civilized men
and women, for, having no social stand-
ards to begin with, they remain un-

changed by events that WTeck the whites.
This new book by an unknown writer

will claim its place among the novels
that have something to say and that say
ifwith power and with charm.
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This book is a new message of

beauty to modern civilization. Besides
attempting to lay the foundation for
a new movement of terpsichory. Miss
MoIIer appears as a priestess of an
ancient yet neglected truth: the re-

turn to nature, spontaneity, sim-
plicity, health, grace and happiness
by means of dancing. In doing so she
goes wisely back to the fundamental
principles which are the bases of all
folk-art- s, particularly of the folk-danc-

and the ancient Greek dances.
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The romance of a young English
girl of humble position, who unex-
pectedly becomes possessed of the
means to gratify her lifelong ambi-
tion a visit to Venice, and there her
fugitive dream of the best in life
comes true.
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A tale of black magic in Paris of

the pre-w- ar days. The magic is of
the type known as Obi. It has a very
sinister reputation, and is firmly be-

lieved by a great number of Euro-
peans to be the means of exercising
evil influences over men and women
by those who practise it.
"Tommy" in Egypt and
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MEN
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These vivid and human stories of
the British "Tommy" in Egypt and
Gallipoli are among the best that the
war has produced. It is a true sol-

dier's book, manly, fresh, and enter-
taining. The author is a brilliant
young officer who had already made
his mark at Oxford before the war.
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